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WildDogs International Screendance Festival is proud to have Calgary, Saskatoon, and Honolulu
serve as the base for our inaugural premiere. We wish to acknowledge the lands upon which this
festival is being presented.
Treaty 7 Territory (Calgary)
W&M Dance Projects acknowledges that the lands on which we live and create are the traditional
territories of the people of the Treaty 7 region in Southern Alberta, which includes the Blackfoot
Confederacy (comprising Siksika, Piikani, and Kainai First Nations), the Tsuut’ina First Nation, and
the Stoney Nakoda (including the Chiniki, Bearspaw, and Wesley First Nations). The City of
Calgary is also home to the Mètis Nation of Alberta, Region III.
We honor and give thanks to the Indigenous people of the Treaty 7 region as the stewards of this
land, called “Moh’kins’tsis”, the traditional Blackfoot name; which we know as the City of
Calgary.

Treaty 6 Territory (Saskatoon)
I would like to begin by acknowledging that we are on the traditional lands, referred to as Treaty 6
Territory and that the City of Saskatoon and all the people here are beneficiaries of this peace
and friendship treaty. Treaty 6 encompasses the traditional territories of numerous First Nations,
including Cree, Dene (DEN-Ē), Nakota, Saulteaux (SO-TO), and Ojibwe (OJIB-WĒ) and the
homeland of the Métis Nation. We are dedicated to ensuring that the spirit of Reconciliation and
Treaty 6 is honoured and respected. This acknowledgement also reaﬃrms our relationship with
one another.

Hō’oia ‘Āina (Honolulu)
It is with profound reflection that we oﬀer up this Hō’oia ‘Āina, this Land Acknowledgement,
acknowledging Hawai’i as an indigenous space whose original people are today identified as
Native Hawaiians.
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AWARDS & OFFICIAL
SELECTIONS
I HAVE A DREAM
Maids
Walls of Limerick
Waiting for color
Spectre
Breath | Light | Stone
Her Cooking Smells like Death
Tripolar
Lucid Green
INTANGOUT
Temple Island
The Last Children
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AWARDS & OFFICIAL SELECTIONS
1

I HAVE A DREAM

2

Films
SEPTEMBER 12, 2020

Maids

Special Selection: Artistic Directors’ Choice

Best Student Film

Director: Vito Alfarano
Italy

Director: Sofia Castro
Argentina

“[I HAVE A DREAM] is inspired by the principles of
Martin Luther King who had a dream: that all men
could be equal and that people should not be judged
by the color of the skin but by the content of their
personality.”

“Inspired by Las Criadas de Monterroso (Monterroso’s Maids),
this short film combining fiction and screendance presents a
maid ballerina embodying the voices of two stock radio drama
lovers who plan to murder her with their own hands.”
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Walls of Limerick

4

Waiting for Color

Official Selection

Best Student Film

Director: Arturo Bandinelli
Ireland

Director: Kosta Karakashyan
United States

“This film is a statement on the psychological eﬀects that
harsh political borders have on people. It oﬀers the viewer a
window into the dancers’ internal worlds, where they go to
escape from their bleak, oppressive reality.”

“WAITING FOR COLOR is a documentary dance film revealing
the harsh reality of LGBTQ+ persecution in the Chechen region
of Russia. The contents of the film were inspired by testimonials
of the arrests, torture, and blackmail that gay Chechens were
subjected to throughout 2017. Through the accounts of 33
brave individuals who shared their stories, the film explores the
themes of paranoia, trauma, and hope.”
5

Films
5 Spectre

6 Breath | Light | Stone

Special Selection: Innovation

Official Selection

Director: Sebastien de Buyl
Belgium

Director: Allen Hahn, Ryan Newman, Elizabeth Shea
United States

“A mysterious light speaks to a spirit.”

“The grand architecture and dappled light of an
abandoned limestone mill set the stage for stone and steel
and flesh and bone to become one, breathing life and
beauty into decay and uncovering distant memories.”

7 Her Cooking Smells Like Death

8

Tripolar

Canadian Voices

Official Selection

Director: Nicole Charlton Goodbrand
Canada

Director: Cristina Hall, Daniel N. Buxton
Spain

“They say you cook with love, but what if that love
becomes so fervent that it entirely consumes you?
In the short film ‘Her Cooking Smells Like Death’ we follow
the dismembered events that surround the unusual and
gruesome disappearance of the protagonist, Birdie Potts',
beloved husband Larry. Following a disjointed and skewed
timeline, we slowly begin to understand the circumstances
of Larry’s disappearance, and uncover why he was never
truly lost to Birdie… and why no trace of him was ever
found by the police.”

“Within a single person can exist multiple personalities, ways of
being, energies. These polarities can define us for better or
worse, they help us discover and encounter the infinite aspects
of our essence as humans. Tripolar is a performance by Cristina
Hall that investigates the unmasking of one’s self using body
expression as a vehicle. It is a search within, to meet, face, and
dance with diﬀerent personality traits or characteristics that

6

Films
9 Lucid Green

10 INTANGOUT

Best Special Submissions Film

Official Selection

Director: Joseph Gebrael
Lebanon

Director: Vito Alfarano
Italy

“What seems to be motionless, inactive or static, is
profoundly and eternally moving, evolving it's form restlessly,
from one shape to the other still the essence is the same…
This short Dance Film, is the Last Part of the Trilogy between
the two artists Andrew and Joseph Gebrael. Lucid Green, is
an invitation to fly to an other time dimension, where nature
uncover her forces , outside and inside of us, lighting out the
essence of all things and diving into the darkness of the
unknown.”

“After attending a 6 month Tango course, the prisoners of the
Brindisi District Oﬃce are the protagonists of the video art
dance INTANGOUT inspired by the origins of Tango, when they
danced among lonely men, highlighting the similarities that unite
the Tango to the condition of life of a prisoner, to his life in
prison, in the male section, projected "sentimentally" out of
necessity dances with another man. Hybrid dance of hybrid
people, the tango feeds on friction and victimism.”

11 Temple Island

Special Selection
Director: Anto Astudillo
United States
“Eddie Martinez is a dancer for Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina
Bausch. In 2009 Pina returned to Chile for her last residency
before her passing that June. Eddie and I have continued our
friendship ever since bonded by our love for Pina. In 2016, we
collaborated on a short dance film. I told Eddie how I wanted to
dance with the camera while he moved in the waters of Castle
Island, MA. The film was shown as a 16mm projected loop for
an expanded cinema event at the Boston Waterworks Museum.
After that event I digitized the work print projected that night

7

Films
12

The Last Children

Best Screendance Short
Director: Fu LE
France
“The school merging consists in concentrating isolated
primary schools in centralized educational institutes. In
2019, 400 French schools are concerned by this reform.
The Last Children is a choreographic film made in singleshot with the children of a school on the eve of its closure.
Through a metaphorical fable, it bears witness to the
achievement of the desertification in the rural world and the
death of its villages.”

AUDIENCE CHOICE AWARD
The Audience Choice award is selected by our audience
members who submit their vote through this Google Form.
Vote for your favourite film

Here
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SPECIAL JURY MENTIONS
A Mysterious Road
Keepers of the Rock
About Inertia
The Woman
In Passing
BOOKANIMA: Dance
VLEK
Video Project #STATE
Gaslight
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SPECIAL JURY MENTIONS

Films
SEPTEMBER 13, 2020

13 A Mysterious Road

14 Keepers of the Rock

Special Jury Mention

Special Jury Mention: Student Film

Director: Peng Hsiao-yin
Taiwan

Director: Zoe Abrigo
United States

“There is always a mysterious road to nature, to you.
Amplify the physical and emotional state when human get
into nature, A Mysterious Road developed three levels of
this bizarre process: awakening, transforming and cycling
in the mysterious nature. The nature reflects human’s mind
while the human body forms the landscape becoming
body-scape. Body is the nature.”

“Keepers of the Rock explores the insurmountable
responsibility of people as keepers of their unique time
and place.”

15 About Inertia

16 The Woman

Special Jury Mention: Connecting During Covid

Special Jury Mention

Director: Tom Tsai
United States

Director: Monika Field
United States

“About Inertia juxtaposes acrobatic Hip Hop dance
(Breakin') with a piece of text — a personal account of
recovery from suicidal depression. The qualities of the
movement (eﬀortful, in slow motion, prolonged stillness,
upside down) encapsulates the themes and sensations of
the text. This film was created during COVID-19
quarantine in Los Angeles.”

“The Woman began with discussions and free writing among
our producer, dancer and myself early in 2019. We adopted
the theme that a destructive element was sometimes required
to foster new growth; perhaps something as inconsequential
as nipping oﬀ small fruit buds to ensure larger fruit overall.
Shortly we began choreography under a parallel motto, that
grammar is to language what manners are to society: the
sand to the pearl, in other words. We wanted organic forms
married to visual representations of, say, a comma, an
10
exclamation mark and so on…”

Films
17 In Passing

17 BOOKANIMA: Dance

Special Jury Mention

Special Jury Mention

Director: Anne Verheĳ
United Kingdom

Director: Shon Kim
Republic of South Korea

“A short film about navigating the invisible to connect.
Through movement and impossible camera angles we try
to find our way into the 24/7 world in which we start to
lose connection with ourselves and others. How close can
the digital age bring us together and which borders do we
cross?”

BOOKANIMA, a compound word of ‘Book’ and ‘Anima’, is
Experimental Animation to give new cinematic life to book.
It aims to create ‘Book Cinema’ in the third scope between
Book and Cinema. Animation links Book to Cinema. Along
the way, it experiments Locomotion based on
Chronophotography Animation, paying homage for Edward
Muybridge and Entienne Jules-Marey.
It experiments locomotion of Dance along with its stream:
Ballet-Korean dance-Modern dance-Jazz dance-Aerial SilkTap dance-Aerobic-Disco-Break dance-Hip hop-Social
dance.

18 VLEK

Special Jury Mention
Director: Oscar O’Ryan, Gustavo Fasani, Louise Coetzer,
Doke Pauwels
South Africa
“Vlek is an international collaboration between the South
African artists Oscar O'Ryan (videography); Gustavo Fasani
(sound artist) and Louise Coetzer (choreographer) and Dutch
dancer/performer Doke Pauwels. During Doke's stay in
Cape Town at the beginning of 2019, they collaborated on
several interdisciplinary projects, such as Unfinished, an
experimental work-in-progress dance platform; and Free
Space, two collaborative choreographic pieces at the Zeitz
Museum of Contemporary Art Africa. They also created Vlek,
a short dance film about identity: hiding it, and wanting to
find it.
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Films
20 Video
Project
Keepers
of the#STATE
Rock

Special Jury Mention
Director: Daniel Navarro Lorenzo
United Kingdom
“Video Project #STATE is the project I made during
lockdown with my wish to connect people from around the
world with my choreography, a fragile geography: STATE.
Featuring and premiering the music by Adrian Blezien
Pérez "la follia divina" and "La union hace la fuerza" plus
60 beautiful dancers from 25 diﬀerent countries from USA
to Singapore, from Hong Kong to UK, from Argentina to
India and more connected by the dance and dancing
“STATE” We are all living through a new international
experience and I want to show how connected we can still
be - we might be remote physically but we can still connect
virtually. Despite the circumstances we can still dance
together internationally.”

21 Gaslight

Special Jury Mention
Director: Good John
Australia
“Gaslight Is an experimental, contemporary dance film that
interprets the cause and eﬀect of gaslighting behaviour:
specifically a “[manipulator who is trying to get a group of
people to question their own reality, memory and
perceptions]”.”

12

CANADIAN VOICES
Listen - Can You Hear Me Now?
Hila
A Practical Guide to Serenity
Shipwreck
Hidden Hands
Ho.Me
The Next Wave(s)

13

CANADIAN VOICES

Films

SEPTEMBER 13, 2020

22 Listen - Can You Hear Me Now?

23 Hila

Student Film Category

Special Submissions Category

Director: Alyssa Maturino
Calgary, Alberta

Director: Adam Bentley
Edmonton, Alberta
“Within the northern Canadian forest, award winning Inuit
artist Tiﬀany Ayalik takes a moment to explore how the
body moves and shifts when dancing in snowshoes.”

24 A Practical Guide to Serenity

25 Shipwreck

Student Film Category

Screendance Short Category

Director: Reese Wilson
Calgary, Alberta

Director: Simon Alteen
Toronto, Ontario & St. Johns

“A Practical Guide to Serenity showcases and exploits the
endless supply of “quick fixes” for anxiety provided by the
internet. Irony developed through text and music gives rise
to a blend of humour and levity with discomfort and
tension. This work is an honest portrayal of an individuals
multi-faceted experience of living with an anxiety
disorder.”

“Set against the urban and natural landscapes of St.
John's, Newfoundland during the Covid-19 lockdown,
Shipwreck uses contemporary dance to highlight the
tension between isolation and connection, and between
confinement and possibility.”
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Films
26 Hidden Hands

27

Special Submissions Category

Screendance Short Category

Director: Meghann Michalsky
Calgary, Alberta

Director: Carolin Bergonzoni
Unceded Coast Salish territories of the Musqueam,
Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh First Nations (Vancouver, BC)

“Hidden Hands is a collaboration between choreographer
Meghann Michalsky and Filipino Krumper Fitz Gerard
Vivah. Through the film, Frtiz goes on a journey navigating
between present and past experiences in diﬀerent
environments and structures uncovering what is true and
what isn’t. Revealing and separating these hidden strains
to gain a higher consciousness.”

28 The Next Wave(s)

Ho.Me

“Ho.Me is a short dance film that explores themes of
belonging, comfort and discomfort in relation to the notion of
inhabiting the body. The piece is comprised of three portraits
of individuals who live in very diﬀerent bodies linked together
through a loose narrative. Shot in the intimate settings of
each dancers’ home, the three performers move through
solo material derived from the questions: Where do I come
from? What stories do I carry? What is inside me? Through
the three characters’ movement we learn about their distinct
qualities and quirks. A kitchen, a living room, a couch, a
clock... What stories to these places carries? How does the
body relate to them? Moving from the private, intimate,
space of their homes, the dancers become an ensemble in
the formal setting of an art gallery, building a connection that
speaks to togetherness. Ho.Me revels in the beauty of
diﬀerence and the universality of the body; it highlights the
relationship between the body and the self and the creative
possibilities of the body.”

Student Film Category
Director: Tessa Leier
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan
Rise, Peak, Fall. Repeat.
This short film explores the idea of a continuous wave and
how our environment, whether internal or external, impacts
our resulting pathway.”
15
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Director Biography

Vito Alfarano

Brindisi 15.01.1978. He started his career as freelance dancer working with
various choreographers. He created choreographies for dance companies
and festival: Fabula Saltica, SIDance (Seoul International dance festival),
Biennale danza in Venice, KoDance. With his choreographies he won first
prizes in international competitions. He is the director of AlphaZTL
Company of Dynamic Art based in Brindisi (Italy) deals of contemporary
dance, video art and publishing working also with prisoners, immigrants,
psychiatric detention patients, deaf people, and with Down Syndrome. As
video dance director, his videos are selected and screened in over 35 world
festivals receiving a special mention from the former President of the Italian
Republic Giorgio Napolitano.

I HAVE A DREAM, INTANGOUT

Sofia Castro

Maids

Having studied Art Direction at Universidad del Cine (FUC) in Buenos Aires,
“Maids” was my first short film as director and screenwriter. With this
project, I participated in the 2017 Vórtice residence for screendance and
experimental film development in Valparaiso (Chile) and in the 16th Buenos
Aires Screendance Festival Lab (Argentina). The short film took part in
Experimental, Screendance and Emerging Artists' film festival selections in
Leeds International Film Festival, Cinedans - Amsterdam Dance on Camera
Festival, and In/Motion - Chicago's international film festival, among others.
I was also the first Argentinian artist to be invited to take part in the
International Encounters of Videodance in Valencia, Spain, and the first
screendance curator for Durban’s International Contemporary Dance
Festival. As FIVER Madrid’s 2019 featured artist and resident, I will continue
to develop projects that push the boundaries between diﬀerent art forms,
and research the beauty and power of daily-ways of body movement on
screen as innovative ways of storytelling, for which I was awarded a
National Grant for the Arts (Fondo Nacional de las Artes).
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Director Biography
Allen Hahn, Ryan Newman
Elizabeth Shea

Allen Hahn is a lighting designer whose work has been seen in the
U.S. at New York City Opera, Santa Fe Opera, Glimmerglass, and the
Lincoln Center and Spoleto USA Festivals. He has also designed for
The Finnish National Opera, Opera Zuid (NL), OLBE-ABAO (Bilbao),
and for companies and festivals in Australia, Korea, France, Germany,
and the UK as well as
and world premieres at Juilliard and the Royal Danish Opera. His
theater designs have been seen in New York, Philadelphia, Seattle and
Portland among other US cities and his work was selected for the
2007 Prague Quadrennial Exhibition of Stage Design for which he
served as a US curator
for the 2011 Quadrennial. He has worked with the performance
company The Builders Association since 1994 and artist Tony Oursler
on installations at the Metropolitan Museum of Art and ARoS
Kunstmuseum in Denmark. Breath | Light | Stone is his first film.

Breath | Light | Stone
Elizabeth Shea is a dance artist whose work has been described as “stunning…mesmerizing…powerful” and “a remarkable
contemporary dance display.” Her choreography has been produced by the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts,
PUSHfest at ODC San Francisco, Detroit Dance City Festival, Wave Rising Series, the American Dance Guild, DUMBO Dance
Festival, and Footprints Dance Festival in NYC, Boston Contemporary Dance Festival, and the World Dance Alliance. Recent
guest work includes the Royal Academy of Dance in London and the Jerusalem Academy of Music and Dance, who performed
her work in Tel Aviv. Liz’s work in new media and film includes works for live performance utilizing motion capture technology
and real-time video and sound. Her recent video collaboration with composer Jeﬀ Hass, Labyrinth, has been selected for
dance film festivals across the U.S. and abroad, screening in Canada, Italy, and China. She is a frequent teacher of somatics at
Dance Italia, in Lucca, Italy.

Kosta Karakashyan

Kosta Karakashyan is a Bulgarian director, choreographer, and writer
completing a BA in Dance at Columbia University. He has performed and
choreographed on Dancing With the Stars Vietnam and is a two-time
Bulgarian National Ballroom Champion. Under his creative agency Studio
Karakashyan, recent works include directing music videos for artists Bettan
and Acrillics and documentary dance film Waiting for Color about the
ongoing LGBTQ+ persecution in the Chechnya. Kosta has written for
Dance Magazine and has choreographed for the Columbia Ballet
Collaborative.

Waiting for Color
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Director Biography
Sebastien de Buyl

Spectre

Cristina Hall, Daniel N.
Buxton

Sebastien De Buyl is a Brussels based filmmaker. He keeps characterizing his
own style in cinematography, with a special focus on movement-based film
productions. The act of filming does not distinguish into categories such as
documentary or fiction.
He is keen to experiment with the fusion of various art forms, including visual
arts, writing, music, photography and film, in order to create works that invite
the viewer to an exceptional journey.
His upcoming creation, Usures, is an intimate portrait of people appearing in
the underground network of Brussels. An insight to their solitude as well as
social connections, an emotional journey into a visible, yet hidden layer of the
city. This film is currently in post-production and is set to premiere in 2021.
Spectre was shot in the West Texas desert. Sebastien De Buyl is the
performer of this performance, using cognitive trance techniques to feel the
land and listen to its mysterious voices.

I have been dancing flamenco for over twenty years and have been living
in Seville, Spain for eighteen years. I am dedicated to discovering new
possibilities of expression within flamenco dance without losing its
essence. It is important for me to present my work digitally because it
allows me to create other worlds that can later be documented and
remembered on film.

Cristina Hall, Daniel N. Buxton

Nicole Charlton
Goodbrand

Nicole Charlton Goodbrand
is a dance artist based in
Calgary, Alberta, the land
traditionally know as
Moh’kinsstis. She holds a
Bachelor of Arts in Dance
from the University of
Calgary, a Bachelor of Arts
Tripolar
graduate diploma from The
School of Alberta Ballet, and
a Professional Dancers’
Postgraduate Teaching
Certificate from the Royal
Academy of Dance (Berlin),
where she graduated with distinction. Nicole has performed with La Caravan Dance Theatre, Corps Bara Dance Theatre,
mixOLOGYdanceMine, J-SIK Movements, O2 Dance Company, Surge Co., Dancers’ Studio West (DSW), Project InTandem, and
with choreographers Davida Monk, Linnea Swan, Barbara England, and Pamela Tzeng.
She has presented her chorography in DSW’s Annual Alberta Dance Festival and Quick+Dirty- Festival for Emerging
Choreographers and Ideas, Dance Montage, Skylines Dance and Film Series, has been commissioned by Ember Dance
Company, and was part of W&M Physical Theatre’s Artist in Residency Program.
Nicole is a dance educator and certified RAD teacher (RAD-RTS), teaching contemporary, modern, and classical ballet technique
at North Calgary Dance Centre. She has also taught as a sessional instructor at the School of Creative and Performing ArtsUniversity of Calgary, and as a guest instructor for W&M 2/Surge Co., The School of Alberta Ballet, Ember Dance Company, and
O2 Dance Company.
19

Director Biography

Arturo Bandinelli

Walls of Limerick

Joseph Gebrael

Originally from Italy, Arturo is a freelance film maker working in London where
he studied at London College of Communication, graduating in 2013 with a
first class honours degree. He is constantly looking for new challenges,
aiming at the creation of unique and valuable content for a range of diﬀerent
video formats, and trying to learn something new from each project. From
adverts to drama, from music promos to live events and corporate
videography, his goal is to communicate the key message clearly, by means
of a sharp concept and an engaging visual style.
He has worked as a film director and videographer for Dream Pix UK, Richard
Jolly TV and Haymarket LTD. His music video experience includes working on
‘King of the Street People’ by Kolo, ‘Walking the Magic Hour’ by D.A.T.E and
‘Blow’ by Kaisei. Awards include Lycamobile Advert Award (2014), Best
Drama and Best Direction Award for ‘Someone you used to know’ Campus
Movie Festival (2011), while his short film ‘Otto Floss: Freelance Watcher’ was
nominated for various festivals including London Sci-fi Film Fest (2014), ECU
(2014), Claremont-Ferrand Film Fest (2015), Young Cuts (2014), Lago Film
Fest (2014) and Utopiales (2014).

Joseph started dancing in Lebanon at the age of 16 years old in Jbeil and after
in Beirut. He studied fine arts and graphic design in the Lebanese University. In
2012 he decides to move to Paris to continue his dance formation. He worked
later with Marcial De Fonzobo, Fabio Crestal, as well with Giuliano Peparini and
Martino Müller . He danced in the company Ifunamboli and l’oeil Persan. Since
2017 he works as a choreographic artist in the company of Blanca Li at Chaillot
National theater as well with company Käfig ( Mourad Merzouki ),and soon
starting a new project with Anouk Van Dijk and Falk Richter at Kammerspiele
theatre in Munich. While continuing on creating his own projects in both
performing art and dance films. Film making has always been in his artistic
DNA, it occupies an important place in his life.
He collaborated for the short films projects with the Artist Andrew Gebrael for
both Films Houwa and Lucid Green.

Lucid Green
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Director Biography
Anto Astudillo

Fu LE
Fu LE

Anto is a queer non-binary experimental filmmaker, curator and performance
artist from Santiago, Chile, living and working in Brooklyn, NY. Rooted in
physical theater, Anto explores dynamic interconnections between experimental
narrative, poetic documentary filmmaking and performance art. As a graduate
student at Emerson College in the Film and Media Art (MFA) program, they codirected and co-curated the New England Graduate Media Symposium for three
consecutive years. Anto has taught 16mm film production, experimental film,
dance film and performance at Emerson College, Keene State College and
Massachusetts College of Art and Design. Anto is one of the founding members
of the AgX Film Collective, taking the role of organizing screenings to promote
alternative practices in filmmaking, leading film camera workshops and
developing experimental work.
Anto is a 2017 Flaherty Seminar Ford Foundation Curatorial Fellow and a 2020
Oberhausen Film Festival Seminar Fellow (postponed due to Covid-19 crisis).
Their recent work has been screened in several underground festivals, galleries
and film series, including Mills Gallery at Boston Center for the Arts, Echo Park
Film Center, Montreal Underground Film Festival, Artifact Small Format Film
Festival, Crater-Lab, Zumzeig CineCooperativa, Hot Bits Film Festival,
Anthology Film Archives and Craig Baldwin’s film series Other Cinema in San
Francisco. Currently, Anto curates film screenings as an independent
programmer and is a part-time Program Coordinator at The Flaherty. Since
March, 2020 Anto has been touring with experimental film screening about
Chile’s social movement "The People’s Revolt" motivated by a sold out premiere
at Anthology Film Archive shown in January, 2020 (the tour has been touring
virtually due to the Covid-19 crisis).

Fu LE is a French award winning filmmaker and choreographer in
the Tetrapode dance company. Graduated in sculpture at the Art
Crafts National School in Paris, he then trained in physical
theater and in contemporary dance in South America and
Europe. He pursued recently his research in Taiwan, questioning
social issues linked with urbanization. He is now evolving on the
edge between dance, sculpture and video, and connects visual
arts to the intimacy of bodily sensations.

The Last Children
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Director Biography
Peng Hsiao-yin

A Mysterious Road

Tom Tsai

Artistic director of Dancecology, Taiwan. She received M.F.A. of Graduate
Institute of Choreography, Taipei National, TNUA, and B.A. of Agronomy, NTU.
She is a former dancer of Neo-Classic Dance Company.
Inspired by Elizabeth Cameron Dalman, she finds the connection between
nature ecosystem and the dancing bodies, and founded Dancecology in 2009,
gathering artists from diﬀerent field such as dance, music, film, visual and
digital art to create artistic work together.
In recent few years, Peng reaches her choreography into the field of dance
film. She's been invited to be resident artist of Experimental Film Virginia, USA
and New Work Forum: Screendance, Hong Kong. She is the curator and
mentor of Dance and the Moving Image Workshop, cooperated with TPAC in
2016~17. Her film, Recycle Project, was the commission work of Jumping
Frames International Dance Video Festival 2016, and she just won the 1-min
competition of short film in Jumpimg Frames 2017, by the collaboration with
Dennis Chen, Wanderer. Her international collaboration Contours project was
cooperated with Dr. Elizabeth Dalman, Sue Healey and Mirramu Dance
Company (Australia). Contours has been screened at galleries and National
Taiwan Museum of Fine Art in diﬀerent forms (duo, single and 360 degree
circular screen).
Tom Tsai is a dancer and choreographer based out of Los Angeles. His work
acts as a direct extension of his cultural and artistic identities, informed by his
upbringing and training. He is a descendent of survivors and victims of
Taiwan’s martial law era, and is a perpetual student of B-boy/B-girl culture and
history. Tom is deeply inspired by the voices and experiences of the
underrepresented, who cope with and resist against injustice and erasure.
Being situated between the distinct histories of Taiwan, American minorities,
Hip Hop, and western concert dance, Tom aspires to represent his lineage with
integrity, while honing his innovative voice.

About Inertia

Monika Field

Born 1956 Frankfurt, Germany. Education and principal interests: the means and methods
of Representation. From that motivation, though not always aware of it explicitly, I made
dances in my teens and early 20s, then studied literature but bolted from the masters
program test with my new love, painting.

The Woman
22

Director Biography
Anne Verheij

Anne Verheij is a Dutch visual artist based in London. Working primarily with dance
and often employing improvisation in her process, she explores rhythm, movement
and light to create dynamic multi screen video installations and short films.
Her works have been shown in both national and international film, dance and
contemporary art festivals.
Her film Undercurrent has won the Special Mention Award for Women on Film at
IOFF 2018 and her films ONES and Undercurrent were nominated for the Best
Experimental Short Film Award at London Short Film Festival 2017 and 2018
sponsored by the ICA and C4 Random Acts.

In Passing

Oscar O’Ryan, Gustavo
Fasani, Louise Coetzer,
Doke Pauwels

Vlek is an international collaboration between the South African artists
Oscar O'Ryan (videography); Gustavo Fasani (sound artist) and Louise
Coetzer (choreographer) and Dutch dancer/performer Doke Pauwels.
During Doke's stay in Cape Town at the beginning of 2019, they
collaborated on several interdisciplinary projects, such as Unfinished, an
experimental work-in-progress dance platform; and Free Space, two
collaborative choreographic pieces at the Zeitz Museum of
Contemporary Art Africa. They also created Vlek, a short dance film
about identity: hiding it, and wanting to find it.

Vlek

Shon Kim

SHON KIM majored BA in Law at Hanyang University, BFA in Film & Video at
School of the Art Institute of Chicago, MFA in Experimental Animation at
California Institute of the Arts, and Ph.D in Animation Theory at Chung-Ang
University. SHON KIM works in LA.

BOOKANIMA: Dance
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Director Biography

Daniel Navarro
Lorenzo

Born in Barcelona. Since graduating from the professional Conservatoire of
Dance of Barcelona, Institut del Teatre in 2010, Daniel has danced with
companies such as Frontier Danceland (Singapore), Y-Space (Hong Kong),
Éowyn Emerald & Dancers (UK), Nunzio Impellizzeri Dance Company
(Switzerland), Simba Dance Ensamble (Norway), Phoenix Dance Theatre
(UK), White & Givan (UK), Polish Dance Theatre (Poland), Dantzaz Konpainia
(Spain), Compagnie Ballet Junior Epsedanse (France) among others. Daniel
has worked with choreographers such as Ohad Naharin, Itzik Galili, Jo
Strømgren, Lukáš Timulak, Eric Gauthier, Claude Brumachon, Gustavo
Ramirez, Shahar Binyamini, Thierry Malandine, Patricia Lent, Errol White,
Gabrielle Nankivell, Luke Smiles, Victor Choi-wo Ma and others.

Video Project #STATE

Good John

Gaslight

Alyssa Maturino

Listen - Can You
Hear Me Now?

I am an emerging director, writer and interdisciplinary artist based in
Melbourne, Australia. In 2007 I graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Art from
Monash University where I received two academic scholarships during the
course. In 2014 I graduated with a Bachelor of Design (Fashion), (1st Class
Honours) from RMIT University, where I was awarded the Emily McPherson
Prize for top ranked student in my final year. I am a self taught filmmaker
and writer, borrowing from the mediums of fashion, photography and fine
art, communicative codes and strategies to tell stories relating to the
human condition. It is important to me to show film digitally because of the
immediate way in which the platform allows a film to engage with an
audience, and spark an emotional response or conversations.

Born and raised in Calgary, Alberta, Alyssa Maturino is a passionate dancer, teacher,
student, and creator. She is entering her final year at the University of Calgary in the
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance with an interest in dance film. Concurrently, she
pursues training in street dance styles and has danced with local studios such as
UniverseSoul Dance Company, illFX Entertainment and PULSE Studios. Her passion
for dance is ignited within the social dance community as she continues to receive
and share her knowledge of movement, both as a student and a teacher. Through
dance film, Maturino desires to capture the essence of choreography and showcase
the internalized voice of the moving body with intimate camera work.
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Director Biography
Adam Bentley

Adam Bentley, the face of #yegfilm, is an Edmonton-based screenwriter, filmmaker, and
founder of the International Festival of Winter Cinema. He produces video works on
anxiety and distance in an era of climate breakdown and isolation. Adam was awarded
the highly competitive Edmonton Arts Council’s Cultural Diversity in the Arts grant and
is a two-time recipient of the provincial Alberta Foundation for the Arts’ Cultural
Relations grant. His works have been screened at film festivals across Canada, the
United States, and Europe. His work has also been featured on Air Canada and CBC
Television. When not writing or filming, he can be found biking, summer or winter, in
Edmonton’s river valley.

Hila

Reese Wilson

Reese Wilson is a Calgary based emerging dance artist, who has just recently
completed a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Dance at the University of Calgary. She is now
focusing significantly on Contemporary dance performance, film and choreography.
Reese has trained with and performed works by artists such as: Sasha Ivanochko,
Melissa Monteros, Wojciech Mochniej, Marie France Forcier and Melanie Kloetzel. Over
the last 5 years, Reese’s performance experience ranges from professionally
choreographed works within W&M Dance’s pre-professional company: Surge Co., to
works presented at the University choreographed by the artists listed above. She has
also performed in multidisciplinary festivals such as the Ignite Festival for Emerging
Artists, and the Skylines Dance and Film Series, as well as recently presenting a new
film in the Ignite festival June of 2020 with guidance from Katherine Semchuk. Reese
looks forward to expanding her knowledge and experience in both performance and
choreography in the future.

A Practical Guide to
Serenity

Simon Alteen

Shipwreck

Simon Alteen is an performance artist and writer from St. John’s, Newfoundland,
currently studying at Trinity College Dublin. During his Bachelor of Arts at Memorial
University of Newfoundland, Simon simultaneously worked as an actor while practicing
his writing and language skills. After completing his B.A., Simon became a member of
ACTRA, and entered full-time into the professional film and theatre industry in St.
John’s. He received leading roles both onscreen and onstage, as well as awards for his
work in regional festivals such as the NL Drama Festival. He has performed with some
of the most renowned professional theatre companies in Newfoundland, including
Rising Tide Theatre, as well as award-winning films such as Askin' For It (Butter
Pictures Inc.). Simon is currently receiving practical, classical acting training at The Lir
National Academy of Dramatic Art at Trinity College Dublin. The Lir Academy is an
associate to the Royal Academy of Dramatic Arts: a London based school where
Simon briefly studied in 2015. At The Lir Academy, Simon is being taught and
mentored by seasoned industry professionals in theatre, film, and television, that
prepare and integrate artists into the national, and international arts community.
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Director Biography
Meghann
Michalsky

Hidden Hands

Carolin Bergonzoni

Meghann Michalsky is an independent Dance Artist working in Calgary, Alberta.
Ms. Michalsky completed her BA in Contemporary Dance, concentration in
Choreography and Performance from the University of Calgary. Since graduating she
has rigourously pursued her dance technique training in Canada as well as in Israel,
Portugal, Sweden, the U.K., the Netherlands, Germany, and Austria.
She is the co-creator of YYC Contemporary Dance Technique Training – a
professional training series and Project InTandem – a double-bill dance production.
She recently received the 2019 RBC Emerging Artist Award at the Mayor's Lunch for
Arts Champions. She is the first Dancer/Choreographer in Alberta to receive this
award. Michalsky has worked for an array of individual artists and companies,
including Dancers' Studio West - Lab Emerging Artist Program (2016) & Physic/
Alchemy (2018), Peggy Baker Dance Projects, Davida Monk, Michele Moss,
kloetzel&co, Cloudsway Dance Theatre, Dancing Monkey Laboratories, and J-Sik
Movements, amongst others. She has also participated in choreographic research
processes with Sasha Ivanochko, Linnea Swan, Pam Tzeng and Marynia Fekecz.
Between 2014 and the present, Michalsky has created nine new works. Five of these
were major works between 20 – 35 minutes in duration. All of them were
professionally produced by dance organizations and festivals, or self-produced, in
Alberta, and one piece was presented abroad at the 2016 artArctia Festival in
Finland. Her most recent choreographic works have been presented at Stream of
Dance Festival, Fluid Festival, Annual Alberta Dance Festival, Project InTandem, and
Convergence.
She has received funding from Calgary Arts Development, Alberta Foundation for the
Arts, Canada Council for the Arts and has been awarded Choreographic Residencies
from the University of Calgary, W & M Dance Projects, Theatre Junction, Dancers’
Studio West and DJD Dance Centre.

Carolina Bergonzoni is privileged to be a dance artist and PhD
candidate in Arts Education, based on the unceded Coast Salish
territories of the Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh First
Nations. Since 2011, she has been working toward building
communities of movers and thinkers, with people from 0 to 99+
years old. As a choreographer, she has created works for the
Vancouver Fringe Festival, Dance in Vancouver, The Dance
Centre, and more.

Ho.Me
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Wojciech Mochniej

Artistic Director

Melissa
MelissaMonteros
Monteros

Wojciech Mochniej is a Polish/Canadian choreographer and performer
with an immense passion for all things visual; the camera and
photography, stage design and lighting, movement and nature are all a
part of his artistic focus. He is the instructor for screendance at the
University of Calgary and is rarely seen without a camera in his hand.
As a full time faculty member in the Dance Division at the University of
Calgary, Mochniej has participated in multiple juries both within that
community and within the international community of dance and
theatre. As a choreographer and performer, his most recent work,
WeSelle, became the most toured dancework in Poland. With Monteros,
he is Artistic Director of W&M Physical Theatre, a company they
founded together in 1995. He is also Artistic Director of W&M Dance
Projects. With Monteros, his work has been presented in Austria, Italy,
Finland, France, Germany, Lithuania, Poland, Sweden, as well as in
North America.

Melissa Monteros is a choreographer, dance dramaturg and performer.
She is Artistic Director of W&M Physical Theatre, Board President of
W&M Dance Projects, and a lifelong devotee of film, music, poetry and
the performing and visual arts. She has been a production assistant at
Eye on Dance in NYC, a performer for numerous MTV videos and taught
Screendance at the University of Calgary for more than a decade.
Monteros did her first course in experimental film at UCLA in 1989 and
continued to explore and create screendance throughout her career. She
has many years experience in dance design and production and teaches
in that area as a university course and as a specialized workshop for
artists. She has been on juries for the Alberta Foundation for the Arts,
the Canada Council and for many dance festivals throughout Poland.
As a choreographer, she has an international reputation and her work
has been presented in Austria, Italy, Finland, France, Germany,
Lithuania, Poland, Sweden, as well as in North America.

Executive Director
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Tessa Leier

Tessa Leier is a Saskatchewan based emerging dance artist, filmmaker,
and marketing strategist. She recently completed a Bachelor of Arts in
Dance and a Bachelor of Commerce in Business Analytics at the
University of Calgary. She is now working with W&M Dance Projects of
Calgary and Vendasta Technologies as a communication and marketing
specialist with the goal of helping local and international artists’ and
entrepreneurs’ voices to be heard. Most recently, Tessa has been
fascinated with challenging societal norms and common perceptions
within her creative works and is continuing her development of analyzing
and creating choreographic works for dance on film. Tessa has also
trained with and performed works by artists such as: Heather Ware,
Melanie Kloetzel, Michele Moss and Kyrsten Blair.

Artistic Associate

Zoe Abrigo

Zoe Abrigo is a Canadian-American dance artist, choreographer, and
filmmaker based in Honolulu, Hawaii. She holds her BFA in Dance from
the University of Calgary, School of Creative & Performing Arts. Zoe has
studied internationally with esteemed dance companies: Nederlands
Dans Theater (NL), Hofesh Shechter (UK), Rosas (BE), Peggy Baker
Dance Projects (CAN), and Ballet Jazz de Montreal (CAN). She is artistic
associate and choreographer for W&M Dance Projects of Calgary. Zoe is
also a guest teacher at Mid Pacific Institute’s School of Creative &
Performing Arts in Honolulu, where she pioneers a Screendance course
for dance certificate high school students. Zoe strives to produce an
enigmatic cinematic experience with her choreography and filmmaking.

Artistic Associate
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A heartfelt thank you for supporting the field of
Screendance. We are so grateful for your support
in making our very first year of the WildDogs
International Screendance Festival a success!
See you next year!
WildDogs Team
-

